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I agree with Mr. Stamm, that the term

"Danjon limit" is being used improperly. The
work of Danjon focussed on the apparent
shortening of the crescent at small elongations.
.... The moon has been recently imaged at an
elongation of 4.7°. Older, space-based imaging
has even gone as low as 2°. This clearly
shows, that the theory behind the supposed
"Danjon-limit" is incorrect. As the "Danjon limit"
has been "broken" repeatedly by different
means and as the theory behind it is incorrect
we should probably stop using the term
altogether. ....A recent work by professor A. H.
Sultan investigates the moonsighting issue in
terms of contrast in detail.

He predicts, that under near-perfect
conditions with optimized equipment, the
crescent could actually be seen at some
conjunctions,..... There is no hard limit of
crescent visiblity at 7° or 6.5°. It is all a matte r
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of contrast. With increasing effort (climbing
higher mountains with bigger optics, better
training and preparat ion) ever smal le r
crescents might be possible. .... There is no
hard limit, and definitely not the "Danjon limit".

Best regards,
Martin E lsässer
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FIRST VISIBILITY OF THE LUNAR CRESCENT:
BEYOND DANJON’S LIMIT - By A. H. Sultan
Physics Department, Sana’a University,
Yemen

"Many methods for predicting lunar first
visibility have been proposed throught history
and new models are still being developed. All
these models have to be compared with the
published observations to test their validity. 
    In this paper, we use our photometric model
to predict the naked-eye first visibility of the
lunar crescent. We find that an elongation of
about 7.5° is the lowest naked eye visibility
limit. 
    We also find that lunar crescent may be
seen with a suitable telescopic magnification
and ideal local conditions when the Moon is
about 5° from the Sun. Consequently, the thin
lunar crescent may be seen in a telescope
even at new Moon when the Moon is at its
greatest inclination."
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Hi Martin,

I am very interested in the whole theory
of conjunction and how it manifests itself into
the religious dimension. I would however steer
clear of a group discussion on this as far as i
can and to be able to gain some private insight
from you on the issue. I am interested in clarity
on your view given below about conjunction
not being a "magical moment" as you put it.    
      Am I right to think that the strongly held
view that the crescent cannot be seen
immediately before conjunction or shortly after
it in good conditions by a trained observor with
perhaps a simple telescope, is not as definite
as people make out ? 
There have been many instances when
perfectly honest people have claimed to have
seen the crescent with the naked eye either
just before or just after conjunction. 
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I mean if someone climbs a mountain uses a
good telescope and the air is unpolluted, would
that allow early sighting ? Your advice would
be appreciated. What about sighting claims
from Saudi Arabia which are often from semi
desert areas with hardly any light pollution and
clean air ? Are these claims trustworthy ?  

95Z��_�	:d�*�"S�k��J��(�B"
�O<o����	��_U  

My imaging experiments demonstrate
that there can indeed be a crescent durin g
conjunction (depending on the elongation),
......I intend to do intensive visual observation
during the next conjunctions and am trying to
train for these occasions, too.

 I also have some ideas on how to improve
the telescopes used. Possibly, the limit of what
can be seen can be expanded somewhat,
compared to current known results, but i dont
see reason to hope for a serious breakthrough,
such as required for naked eye sighting during
conjunction.Still, you never know for sure till
you try.

                         Best regards,
                      Martin
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�H��ÂMR�������*�6���		��������-���

����
����
��������
�:���������
���	����������P7�
�	�����	�����
����$$��������		���������
�:���
�	�
��.����	�������������
���������
�

���	���1
������
*�,������	*�����
'�,

#.��������)��.��J��8P���W����C	�F �&��
�
	��	�

#*W���+�&(��E+�:w��)�.�J��A:��c��E	qTTB:�"+@�#IB0
��8P���W��#*W���+�&�����X��������i�*�•��Q,�B0�(#.�c
������=1��.�4)"��0�.���A:�
2�8��•���	Ž��0l�k��:�7

184



#.�����R;�TTTBA:J����<�
�OZ#�*�•#��KS�L$�>��
���]���<��W�d4#���)":k��Q,�B0bH0���
�O
:0���K
���	��m4#�*	���"@�2�8��7��Q,�TTT
�!��k$]��<��Wd4�8��7


��*�
	��� �8�x()A�����+0)�#I#()R��#��+0)�#I��Ẑ
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim
Dhul Hajj 1428 had 31days?!

(The Moetazeli Khawarij Fitnah of our days.
Pumphlet)

As soon as the month of Muharram
1429H began Shukat Awdah of ICOP, along
with some others who were quoting him and
othe r  'web us ers '  un leashed  fa ls i f ied
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propaganda against the moonsighting in Saudi
Arabia under the heading "Dhul Hijjah 1428H
has 31 days!",  in an attempt to show disunity
and d i s co rd  amongs t  t he  UK Mus l im
Community. To support their allegations they
quoted the Saudi News Agency stating that it
says that the 21st of Dhul Hijjah is on Friday
and Saturday!

The fact of the matter was and still is, is
that in line with the practise in other countries
where an annual fixed calendar is used, the
Saudis have contrary to the international
pattern set their own annual Islamic calendar
with fixed dates called the "Umm al Qurra"
calendar. And rather than use the present day
internat ional ly used Engl ish Gregorian
calendar, which evolved from Roman and
Christian times, the Saudis use this Umm al
Qurra calendar as their annual calendar for
administrative purposes for their governmental
and public offices protecting the distinctness of
the Islamic identity and its magnificence and
oneness as an example for other Muslim
countries.

Consequently one will find in the Saudi
Press, Media, Newspapers, Offices and in the
public domain the use of this fixed Umm al
Qurra calendar for administrative purposes just
as we use the fixed English Gregorian calendar
here in the UK.

However in Saudi Arabia during the
months of ceremony and worship from Shaban
through to Dhul Hijjah, and for the remaining
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Islamic months it is the Majlis ul Qada ul A'la
(Supreme Court), the Saudi Supreme Court
that declares a decision according to the
Shariah and announces it at a governmental
level in the official Media and Press, although
not announcing it in the press in other months.

Turning to the l ies that have been
presented by the 'web users',  those whose
sole aim is to create fitnah and discord in the
Muslim community, that 31 days of Dhul Hijjah
were made in Saudi Arabia,  these are
baseless inherently! Consider this, can one
really suppose that no one in the land where
the two Holy Masjids are located (The
Haramain-Sharafain), in Saudi Arabia, are
aware that the Islamic month has a minimum
of 29 days and a maximum of 30 days, such
that they made 31 days of Dhul Hijjah??

In reality because the general public were
unaware of this use of the dual system for
dating in Saudi Arabia, the monthly Islamic
moonsighting for the Islamic months officially
announced by the Supreme Court and the
adminis trat ive Umm al  Qurra ca lendar
prepared annually for offices etc., those who
aspired to cause confusion and uproar in the
Muslim Com
munity found the Devil showing them an open
path.

There is no doubt as mentioned above
that for daily use in offices and daily life, the
pre-set Umm al Qurra calendar is widely used
in Saudi Arabia and this is the normal practise.
However for months of ritual worship like
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Ramadhan, the Two Eids and Hajj instead of
using the annual Umm al Qurra calendar, the
Islamic Calendar is used.

On the 29th night of the Islamic month an
attempt is made to sight the moon with the
naked eye according to the prophetic method
and if the moon is not sighted then 30 days are
completed and then the new month is begun,
and if sighted on the 29th then the new month
is  begun the next day and an o f f ic ia l
announcement is made.

It is for this reason that the media and
some newspapers  wr i t e  th is  o f f i c ia l l y
announced date instead of the administrative
Umm al Qurra date, which was picked up by
the troublemakers showing that Friday 28th
December 2007 was stated as 19th Dhul Hijjah
1428H by the Saudi Press Agency and that
Saturday 29th December 2007 was stated 19th
Dhul Hijjah 1428H as well.  

As we know the 19th of Dhul Hi jjah
1428h on Friday was the official Islamic date,
and the 19th of Dhul Hijjah 1428h on Saturday
was the administrative date.  Similarly the
month of Dhul Qaidah 1428H had 30 days
according to the administrative calendar and
29 days according to the Islamic calendar,
whilst Dhul Hajj 1428H had 30 days in the
administrative calendar and 30 days in the
Islamic Calendar. The conspirators cunningly
exploited this difference in the governmentally
announced date and the administrative fix date
calendar to announce 31 days of Dhul Hijjah
1428H causing friction and turmoil amongst the
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Muslim community and doubts in the mind of
those who returned from Hajj.

In conclusion it's important to remem
ber that naturally the dating in the dai ly
administrative calendar and the official Islamic
Calendar does not and will not run parallel.
We note that the Dhul Qaidah 1428H had 29
official days whereas in the administrative
Umm al Qurra calendar Dhul Qaidah 1428H 
had 30 days. Those who fool around with the
Deen have taken the opportunity to mix up the
two calendars, alleging that Dhul Hijjah 1428H 
had 31 days, and have tried to mislead and
create disunity in the Muslim community in the
UK notwithstanding the mockery they have
made of the prophetic Sunnah of Rasulullah
(�
 ), the Two holy Masjids and the good
scholars of that region.  Nu Utho billahi min
Thalik. May Allah (SWT) guide.  This is a great
cause of concern and worry.
NOTE : This article was published in the "Monthly Moon Sighting News Letter" in the

month of Saffar 1429H by Central Moon SightingComitee  of Great Briton.

...........................................
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim 

Moon sighting date! 
Unconditional Islamic way or Conditioned

theoretical way?( Pumphlet )
Allah SWT guided us by Prophet �
  to

count first date of month by sighting the moon
on the evening of 29th day, without any
condition of astronomic rules. The un-Islamic
conditioned date to sight the first moon is fixed
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by theoretical new moon conjunction & it`s
sighting possibility with different criteria of
calculated models .

The Theory "A speculative or conjectural
view or idea, a set of hypotheses related by
logical or mathematical arguments to explain
and predict a wide variety of connected
phenomena in general terms: the theory of
relativity.)  Pp. 1587 Collins Millennium Edition
1998.

It is with regret that some have now
sought to do the same with moon sighting by
elucidating the use of theories first established
as far back as 430BC and later developed by
Judaism and later in the West. 

The use o f  sc ient i f i c  theories  fo r
establishing Islamic dates goes to the central
theme of the present day struggle to remain
faithful to the spirit and practice of Prophet �
 ,
which Hadith shows is the simple use of the
nak ed  hu ma n  eye .  T h i s  was  c l ea r l y
demonstrated by him when he refused to
follow the moon sighting theories in use and
extremely prevalent in the Jewish community
of Madinah at that time.

It is particularly difficult, due to the poor
weather conditions in Britain, which for the
majority remains overcast, to observe the
Islamic new moon. This unique problem
resulted in authentic Islamic scholars issuing
fatawas (religious decree) allowing Muslims to
follow moon sighting news from other parts of
the world to establish Islamic dates. (Fatawas
by Hz. Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi RA / Hz.
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Maulana Rashid Ahmed Ludhyanwi RA / Hz.
Mufti Mohammed Shafie RA & others ).  

It is however still possible to sight the
moon even when theoretically it is not open to
naked eye visibility. Islamic unconditioned first
moon sightings like in Saudi Arabia generally
comes a day before then theoret ical ly
conditioned evening of 29th day as announced
by the Royal Greenwich Observatory. This
theory determines when the actual (Islamic
I m k a n e  R u y a t- P o s s i b i l i t y  o f
Moonsighting-unconditioned) 29th day expires
and when the moon can be seen with the
naked eye generally if weather is clear.  

Over the past 20 years, the prevalence of
naked eye moon sighting reports in contraction
to this and other scientific theories, has led to
proved wrong by Muslimeen`s witnesses on
unconditioned evening of 29th day and also by
Muslim  Nonmuslim scientist such as Prof.
Sultan, Jim Stam, Dr.Martin and Dr. Joachim
Schulte with his team of Observatory at
Germany too. 

Indeed the theoretical practice of only
attempting to see the moon after the time
a l l o we d  b y  t h e  P r o p h e t i c a l  I s l a m i c
(unconditioned Imkane Ruyat ) 29th day has
expired, is ill-advised and highly spurious. In
practice by following this theory, the moon will
be clearly seen by anyone in a clear day and
will result in the distortion of the true Islamic
date. Indeed during the time of Prophet �
  he
had to order the abrupt breaking of the fast on
the 30th day which he had been kept after the
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Muslim community including prophet �
  in
Madinah failed to sight the moon and which
was later on claimed to have been sighted by 
only two unknown persons and once one
unknowen person claimed for Ramdhan moon
late night and prophet �
  excepted his
te s t i m o n y  ( N a s a i ,  I b n  M a ja ,  D a r m i ,
Musnad-e-Ahmed and Abu Dawood). 

Indeed the failure or difficulty of viewing
the  moon  on  the  29 th  day i s  a  t rue
phenomenon as shown above and can in no
way point to anything other than fact. Allah
SWT says; "They ask thee concerning new
moons. Say: they are but signs to mark periods
of t ime ( in the affai rs  of  men), and for
Pilgrimage" (Al-Qura'an 2-189)  The reason of
revealed : Two companions of the Prophet
(�
 ), Hazrat Muaadh bin Jabal (RA) and
Tha'alabah bin Ghanam (RA), asked him a
question posed to them by the Jews of
Medinah who schemed to test Rasulullah
( �
 ) 's  knowledge as to why the moon
changes shapes and gradually disappears and
then re-appears. 

The  J ewi s h  p rac t i s e  was  to  us e
theoretical calculations for the new moon as
had been practised centuries before the
Prophet �
  from 358CE. In reply Allah (SWT)
revealed above Quraanic verses : Allah (SWT)
did not respond to their original question in this
Aayat, and replied alternatively and because of
that, the aspect of the moon referred to by the
Jews is irrelevant and this knowledge has no
basis in Deen.  Therefore Prophet (�
 ), the
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Sahabah (RA) the Khulafa-e-Rashidin (RA)
never  asked the Jews regard ing thei r
New-moon Theoretical knowledge regarding
th e  M oo n  s i g h t i ng.  P ro ph e t  �
  ha d
categorically declined to prove the Moon
sighting with the criteria of Jew's Moon sighting
calculation method and Prophet �
  never
testified the witnesses of Moon sighting with
the criteria of the Jews by asking them about
Moon sighting proof.
The final Prophet �
  said; "You will indeed
follow the ways of those before you, hand span
by hand span, and an arms length after
another. Even if they enter into a lizards hole,
you will follow them..." The companions then
questioned "Is it the Jews and the Christians?"
He replied, "Who else!"  (Bukari & Muslim) As
Allah confirmed the statement of Prophet �
  
in this verse of Qura'an.

����������������������� ���(�)�+�E�� #������� ��=�#�����A
�

“��#�����”P���"�> � ����#�����•�P 
��"�ƒ|T#�������+������ ���N��, ��B���*�&'����� ��D���	�”]�8�2Th‘G

"O you who believe, do not take certain Jews
and Christians as allies; these are allies of one
ano the r .  Thos e  among  y ou  w ho  a l l y
themselves with these belong with them.
ALLAH does not guide the transgressors."
[Qura'an 5:51] 
In another Hadith narrated by Ibn Umar,
"He is not one of us who imitates other then us.
Do not imi tate the Jews or Chris t ians.
Whoever imitates them, he is one of them."
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(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood & Ahmed) We pray to 
Allah SWT that, he guide all of us and keep us 
on the Siraat-al-Mustaqeem ('the straight

path'). Ameen
NOTE : This article was published in the "Monthly Moon

sighting News letter"in the month of Jamadi uthani 1429Hby

Central Moon SightingComitee  of Great Briton. 
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