The Moon sighting debate in Britain

M. Abdul Basit

Respected brothers and sisters in Islam
Assalamu Alaikum

The Moon sighting issue has been a great debate among Muslim Ummalh;
especially people living in the west. In Great Britain this debate is gaifgy
the last 40 years. We simply could not come to any conclusion.

Centre point of the debate is:

9 To follow the observatory to determine the crescent moon
1 Do not follow the observatory at all

Basis of these points some follow Saudi Moon sightingavthé others reject
Saudi sighting. The people of Britain are in a big dilemma, who to follow?

We tried to find the answers in this bodkt. There are numerous books been
published in English, Urdu and Gujarati languages. We presented this book for
Banda knowing people living in Britain. So they may benefit from this book and
decide which method is suitable for us to follow as far as Ramadan and Eid is
concerned.

May Allah guide us to the right path.
M.Abdul Basit
London

2010
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CMSC' s Record of UK s Moon si ghting
(Hi gh Li ght ed-Moon Si ght ed on Same Day of Haramai n / Saudi a)
wi th world s countries from1403/1983

No. The time gape
after
theoretically
cal cul at ed
new moon

hrs
M n
1 ) Ramadhan 1403/ 10
h A 12
Chi cago , US June 1983 3
Shawwaal 1406/ 7
2 Mo 5 39
rocco June 1986
Sha’baan 1407/ 29
E 2
3 gypt Mar ch 1987 3 >
Bol ton. Lancs Ramadhan 1407/ 27
4 ’ > | April 1987
UK pri 98
Shawwaal 1407/27
Bat | ey,
° York §, UK Mey 1987
’ Si ght ed by 4 men.
27
May 1987
6 Bl ackburn, UK | Si ghted by 13 Men 5 2
including?2
women

The Question of Sighting The Moon, Mufti Shafi (R.A) page 6
% Almanac office, Royal Greenwich Observatory, Reference, C61s. London.
4 .y -
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Preston, Lank,
UK

Shawwaal 1408/ 15
May 1988

2Hrs 5 M ns
bef ore TCNM

Aswan, Egypt

Sha’baan 1409/ 7
March 1989

Si ghted by 3 men
i ncl udi ng

Mor occo

Shawwaal 1410/ 25
April 1990

1 12

10

Tur key

Shawwaal 1411/15
April 1992

Contrary to
TCNew Moon

11

Bl ackbur n, UK

Dhul Qa’dah 1412/
2 May 1992

Si ght ed by 4 men
includinga
Haaf i dh

12

Madi nah,
Saudi Arabi a

Si ght ed
Jannatul  Bagee’
by 3 known men
including 1 Haji
fromBritain and
2 I ndian Muslins
living in
Ri yaadh am dst
t housands of
ot her Hujj aaj

from

13

Bl ackburn,
Lancashire UK

Dhul Hijjah 1412/
1 June 1992
Sighted by 1
person
repeatedly from
Masj i d Tauheedu

I sl amCompound

12 00

14

Jeddah, Saud
Ar abi a

Muharram1413/ 30
June 1992

15

Bl ackbur n, UK

Ramadhaan
1413/21 February
1993

Si ght ed by 3 men
includingawell -
known Aal i m




16

Ger many

Ramadhaan
1413/21 February
1993

Si ght ed by 1 man

00

17

Bol t on, UK

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993
Si ght ed by 2 men

11

40

19

Bl ackburn, UK

Shawwaal 1413/ 22
March 1993

Si ghted by 2 men
i ncluding an
Aalim

11

40

20

Mor occo

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993
Accept ed by
M ni stry of
Endownment s

12

40

21

Abu Dhabi

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993

12

00

22

Bi r m ngham,
UK

Shawwaal 1413/ 22
March 1993

Si ght ed by 5 men
including an

Aal i mand 1 woman

11

16

23

Prest on, UK

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993

Si ght ed by 4 men
includinga
Haafith

11

40

24

Rodhr ham, UK

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993

Si ght ed by 3men

i ncluding?2

I maams

11

40

25

Bol t on, UK

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993
Si ghted by 1 man

11

40

26

Cosal o-Bur k

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993
Si ght ed by 3 men

11

40

27

Br adf ord, UK

Shawwaal 1413/22
March 1993
Si ght ed by 6 men

11

40

28

Bi r mi ngham,
UK

Ramadhaan 1413/
21 May 1993

(see hand
scatch dowen)

29

Bi r mi ngham,
UK

Ramadhaan 1414/
10 Feb 1994

Si ght ed by Taxi
Driver

30

30

Lut on, UK

00
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Shawwaal 1419/17
January 1999
Si ght ed by 6

31 Dewsbury, UK peopl e i ncl udi ng
4 women
Dhul Hijjah 1419/
17 March 1999

32 Si ghted by 8
Ul amaa from
Daar ul U oom
Bury
Dhul Hijjah 1419/
17 March 1999

33 Mor occo Accept ed by 19 M ns

. bef or eNTCnoon

M ni stry of
Endowment s'!
Shawwaal 1424/23

34 Aden, Yemen Nov 2003

Li sbon Shawwaal 1424/ 23

35 Portug;\I Nov 2003
Si ght ed by 2 men
Ramadhaan 1425/
14 Oct 2004
Si ghted by 8 men
(based on this
sighting t he
maj ority of
Barelwi Masajid
in Manchest er
commenced their
Ramadhaan t hough
some refuted
this si ghting
based on
observatory

36 Manchest er, cal cul ations 14 00

UK

wher eas M.Ahmad
Raza Khan
refutes totaly
observatori al

t heory and
regards it as
i mperm ssible to
base the status
of a sighting on
such cal cul ati on
. (see his fatawa
inour book &web.
The media wused
blew this issue
out of
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proportion as
they always do
and created a
maj or rift among
the Muslinms of

Britain. The

Deoband

accepted this

si ghting.

Shawwaal 1425/12

Nov 2004

Si ghti ng not

accepted by
37 Mor occo M nistry of 1 30

Endowment s

t hough but

| ocal s went

ahead with Ei d
Shawwaal 1425/12
38 Por t ugal Nov 2004 1 30
Ramadhaan 1427/
22 Sept 2006

Si ghted by 4
peopl e including
2 wonmen
Ramadhaan 1427/
22 Sept 2006

Si ghted by 17
peopl e
Ramadhaan 1427/
22 Sept 2006

Si ght ed by 16
sSunni s
Ramadhaan 1427/
22 Sept 2006

Si ghted by 14
peopl e
Ramadhaan 1427/
22 Sept 2006

Si ghted by 1 man
and accept ed
Ramadhaan 1427/ 24 hrs before

Bi r mi ngham,

39
UK

40 Paki st an

41 I raq

42 Dayt on, USA

43 Houst on, USA

44 Ni geri a

21 Sept 2006 TCNM
45 Seneqal Ramadhaan 1427/ 24 hrs before
9 21 Sept 2006 TCNM
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