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The Moon sighting debate in Britain  
 

M. Abdul Basit  
 
 

Respected brothers and sisters in Islam  

Assalamu Alaikum  
 

The Moon sighting issue has been a great debate among Muslim Ummah; 

especially people living in the west. In Great Britain this debate is going on for 

the last 40 years. We simply could not come to any conclusion.  

Centre point of the debate is:  

¶ To follow the observatory to determine the crescent moon  

¶ Do not follow the observatory at all 

Basis of these points some follow Saudi Moon sighting while the others reject 

Saudi sighting. The people of Britain are in a big dilemma, who to follow?  

We tried to find the answers in this book- let. There are numerous books been 

published in English, Urdu and Gujarati languages. We presented this book for 

Bangla knowing people living in Britain. So they may benefit from this book and 

decide which method is suitable for us to follow as far as Ramadan and Eid is 

concerned.  

May Allah guide us to the right path. 

M.Abdul Basit 

London 

2010  
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ŋŒŇŏ ŃŏĭŏŇŏ,ĢŞŏļ 
ŤūŨ)

ŋŌőŌ ŃŒĮŏŇő ī ŅŒŋŐňŅ ŤŅ Įɦ ŦŧŪ ŁŔrŏ)

ŋŌőŌ ŅŒŋŐňŅ ŤŅ Įɦ ŦŧŪ ŁŔrŏ)

ǳŏ̋Ŗȍŏ)
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/ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘŜŀ  v 16 p 524, 1997)
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( ĩģ ġğŉ ĩŃğ ĳŐŃ̋ ňŏ ŸŀŞŏ ŌŖŞŖĳ www.moonsighting.com  ŸĽŖĭ ĜĭŔļ ŹŋŞľ ĮŏŐňľ ŉīĭļ) 

ELONGATI ON

http://www.moonsighting.com/
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1

 Cesarean Moon Birth, page 18, USA)
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ŐŃ˃ŏŐŇļ ŸľĮŒŀ łļŏīŞŏ ģ ŐŇĴŐŃŞŏ Ťū ĮŖɇŏ ŧũŬ ŸĽŖĭ ŧŪŬ 
ŁŔrŏ)

ŁŔrŏ ŪŨ ŸĽŖĭ 
ūţ)
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3

4

ȴȆøǣǃǟȸøƥȀȱǟȴøɆǵȀȱǟ

CMSC` s Recor d of UK` s Moon si ght i ng

Hi gh Li ght ed Moon Si ght ed on Same Day of Har amai n Saudi a

wi t h wor l d` s count r i es f r om1403 1983

No

Pl ace of

si ght i ng

Dat e of si ght i ng

si ght ed at

af t er t he Sun

set

The t i me gape

af t er

t heor et i cal l y

cal cul at ed

new moon

hr s

Mi n

1
Ch i c ago USA

Ramadhan 1403 10

J une 1983
3 12

2 Mor oc c o
Shawwaa l 1406 7

J une 1986
5 39

3 Egy pt
Sha baan 1407 29

Mar c h 1987
3 25

4
Bol t on Lancs

UK

Ramadhan 1407 27

Apr i l 1987

By 3per s ons

6 2

5
Bat l ey

Yor k s UK

Shawwaa l 1407 27

May 1987

Si gh t ed by 4 men

5 6

6 Bl ackbur n UK

Shawwaa l 1407 27

May 1987

Si gh t ed by 13 Men

i nc l ud i ng 2

women

5 2

                                                           
2
 The Question of Sighting The Moon, Mufti Shafi (R.A) page 6 

3
 Almanac office, Royal Greenwich Observatory, Reference,  C61s. London.  

4
 ibid 
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7
Pr es t on Lank

UK

Shawwaa l 1408 15

May 1988

2Hr s 5 Mi ns

bef or e TCNM

8 As wan Egy pt

Sha baan 1409 7

Mar c h 1989

Si gh t ed by 3 men

i nc l ud i ng

2Hr s 25 Mi ns

bef or e TCNM

9 Mor oc c o
Shawwaa l 1410 25

Apr i l 1990
1 12

10 Tur k ey
Shawwaa l 1411 15

Apr i l 1992

Cont r ar y t o

TCNew Moon

11 Bl ackbur n UK

Dhul Qa dah 1412

2 May 1992

Si gh t ed by 4 men

i nc l ud i ng a

Haaf i dh

2 00

12
Madi nah

Saud i Ar abi a

Dhul Hi j j ah 1412

1 J une 1992

Si gh t ed f r om

J annat u l Baqee

by 3 k nown men

i nc l ud i ng 1 Ha j i

f r om Br i t a i n and

2 I ndi an Mus l i ms

l i v i ng i n

Ri y aadh ami ds t

t hous ands of

o t her Huj j aa j

12 00

13
Bl ackbur n

Lancashi r e UK

Dhul Hi j j ah 1412

1 J une 1992

Si gh t ed by 1

per s on

r epeat ed l y f r om

Mas j i d Tauheedul

I s l am Compound

12 00

14
J eddah Saudi

Ar ab i a

Muhar r am 1413 30

J une 1992

Si gh t ed s udden l y

ou t s i de Mas j i d

Az i z i y y ah by 2

Mi gr ant I nd i an

Mus l i ms and a

f amous Pr i nc i p l e

o f Madr as ah

Maul ana Al i

Khanpur i i n

I nd i a Tot a l

peop l e 3

3 00

15 Bl ackbur n UK

Ramadhaan

1413 21 Febr uar y

1993

Si gh t ed by 3 men

i nc l ud i ng a wel l

k nown Aal i m

4 00
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16 Ger many

Ramadhaan

1413 21 Febr uar y

1993

Si gh t ed by 1 man

4 00

17 Bol t on UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 2 men

11 40

19 Bl ackbur n UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 2 men

i nc l ud i ng an

Aa l i m

11 40

20 Mor oc c o

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Ac c ept ed by

Mi n i s t r y of

Endowment s

12 40

21 Abu Dhabi
Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993
12 00

22
Bi r mi ngham

UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 5 men

i nc l ud i ng an

Aa l i m and 1 woman

11 16

23 Pr est on UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 4 men

i nc l ud i ng a

Haaf i t h

11 40

24 Rodhr ham UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 3men

i nc l ud i ng 2

I maams

11 40

25 Bol t on UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 1 man

11 40

26 Cos a l o Bur k

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 3 men

11 40

27 Br adf or d UK

Shawwaa l 1413 22

Mar c h 1993

Si gh t ed by 6 men

11 40

28
Bi r mi ngham

UK

Ramadhaan 1413

21 May 1993

Si gh t ed by 2

men s ee hand

s c at c h dowen

6 09

29
Bi r mi ngham

UK

Ramadhaan 1414

10 Feb 1994

Si gh t ed by Tax i

Dr i v e r

2 30

30 Lut on UK
Sha baaan 1415 1

J anuar y 1995
6 00
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Si gh t ed by 5 men

af t e r Maghr i b

31 Dewsbur y UK

Shawwaa l 1419 17

J anuar y 1999

Si gh t ed by 6

peop l e i nc l ud i ng

4 women

Near TCNM

32 Hol combe UK

Dhul Hi j j ah 1419

17 Mar c h 1999

Si gh t ed by 8

Ul amaa f r om

Daar u l Ul oom

Bur y

19 Mi ns

bef or e

TCNmoon

33 Mor oc c o

Dhul Hi j j ah 1419

17 Mar c h 1999

Ac c ept ed by

Mi n i s t r y of

Endowment s

19 Mi ns

bef or eNTCmoon

34 Aden Yemen
Shawwaa l 1424 23

Nov 2003

35
L i s bon

Por t uga l

Shawwaa l 1424 23

Nov 2003

Si gh t ed by 2 men

36
Manchest er

UK

Ramadhaan 1425

14 Oc t 2004

Si gh t ed by 8 men

bas ed on t h i s

s i gh t i ng t he

maj or i t y of

Bar e l wi Mas a j i d

i n Manc hes t er

c ommenc ed t he i r

Ramadhaan t hough

s ome r e f u t ed

t h i s s i ght i ng

bas ed on

obs er v a t or y

c a l c u l a t i ons

wher eas M Ahmad

Raz a Khan

r e f u t es t ot a l y

obs er v a t or i a l

t heor y and

r egar ds i t as

i mper mi s s i b l e t o

bas e t he s t a t us

o f a s i gh t i ng on

s uc h c al c u l at i on

s ee hi s f at awa

i n our book web

The medi a us ed

b l ew t h i s i s s ue

ou t of

14 00



11 
 

pr opor t i on as

t hey a l way s do

and c r ea t ed a

maj or r i f t among

t he Mus l i ms of

Br i t a i n The

Deoband i

ac c ep t ed t h i s

s i gh t i ng

37 Mor oc c o

Shawwaa l 1425 12

Nov 2004

Si gh t i ng not

ac c ep t ed by

Mi n i s t r y of

Endowment s

t hough but

l oc a l s went

ahead wi t h Ei d

1 30

38 Por t uga l
Shawwaa l 1425 12

Nov 2004
1 30

39
Bi r mi ngham

UK

Ramadhaan 1427

22 Sept 2006

Si gh t ed by 4

peop l e i nc l ud i ng

2 women

3 30

40 Pak i s t an

Ramadhaan 1427

22 Sept 2006

Si gh t ed by 17

peop l e

3 30

41 I r aq

Ramadhaan 1427

22 Sept 2006

Si gh t ed by 16

Sunn i s

3 30

42 Day t on USA

Ramadhaan 1427

22 Sept 2006

Si gh t ed by 14

peop l e

3 30

43 Hous t on USA

Ramadhaan 1427

22 Sept 2006

Si gh t ed by 1 man

and ac c ept ed

3 30

44 Ni ger i a
Ramadhaan 1427

21 Sept 2006

24 hr s bef or e

TCNM

45 Senegal
Ramadhaan 1427

21 Sept 2006

24 hr s bef or e

TCNM
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5
 ĢĳŖŇ  ŌŐĴŇ  Ÿĭ  ŸŁŐĲľŏ  Ņŏŋŏģň  ĭŏ ŉŇŞő   Ōň,ŇŏŖŃļŏ  ĢňŖŅ  ģŋňŏŅőŇ  ũ ŀğ 

ŐŋɛŏŖɫŏ  ŁŔɦŏ  ŪŨ ŸĽŖĭ  ūţ ] 
6
 ĢīŞőĳŏļ ĜĢŏļ- ļŏŐňĭŏļ Ģňŏ ļŏŀŐĴŅőň Ģŉļŏļ,ťŞ ĮŖɦŏ,Ťūŧ ŁŔrŏ Ĝ 

7
 ŋŌőŌ ŅŒŋŐňŅ,Ōŏľőŋ ŀğťŦŬŤ Ĝ 
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8
 ŋŒŇŏ ŃŏĭŏŇŏ,ĢŞŏļ ŤūŨ 

9
 ŇŏŅŏľŏŀ ŁœŖŃƨŏŃļ̞ Ņŏŋ Ĝ 

10
 ŋŌőŌ ŅŒŋŐňŅ ŤŅ ĮŖɦŏ ŦŧŪ ŁŔrŏ 

11
 ǳŏ̋Ŗȍŏ 
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