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(Eatwa 8) Mufti Ahmad Khanpuri (HA);

Darul Ifta, Jamia Ta'limuddin ,Dabhel (2* Zilgaad 1430)
Answer: it is stated in the“Mahmudul Fatawa” that Observatory's prediction and
astronomical calculations are not acceptable in terms of moon sighting. It is almost
ijma. Shaikul Zakariyah (R.A.) wrote in“Awjazul Masalik” that it is incorrect to brand
Mutraf Bin Abdullah (The Tabeea RA) as in favour of astronomical calculation. (Awjazul
Masalikv5 p 16).

It is proven from above mentioned quotes that Astronomical calculations and
observatory's predictions have no value in moon sighting subject. It is even proven as a
unanimous decision. Although some Shafee' scholars are supporters of Astronomical
calculation, their own experts had rejected this kind of opinion. Allama Shami (R.A) in
his booklet “Tambihul Ghafil” opened up a separate chapter on the very subject and
questioned the opinions of calculations. Furthermore he proved that it is an Ijma to
sight the moon by naked eye. (See Rasaeel e Ibn Abedeenv 1 p 246 to 249).

As it is proven that to begin the fast based on Astronomical calculation is not
acceptable, similarly if reliable persons come across and give testimony that we
witnessed the moon; this testimony will be taken under consideration, despite being
opposite to astronomical facts. Allama Shami did give a quotation about Allama Subuki
that he is the supporter of astronomical calculation but at the same time he provided
other experts opinions of his school that because of calculation witnesses cannot be
ignored. Rather they will be considered, as Prophet (SAW) regarded their testimonies
astrustworthy status.

(Raddul Muhtar Ala Durril Mukhtar v 2 p 100). It is clear from this discussion that if
calculation says it is impossible to see the moon on a specific day and Islamic
witnesses say they saw the moon, in this instance witnesses will be taken on
consideration. They will not be rejected because of calculation. Make sure that the
day of moon sighting is not less than 29 days since it is not the time to see the moon.
Prophet (SAW) month consists of 29 or 30 days. (Mahmudul Fatwa v 2 p 136 to 142).
Allah knows best

(Head Mufti) Ahmed Khanpoori (2ND Zilgaad 1430) (A.Curact by Mufti) Abdussamad
Rajkot (Mufti) Dauood Bismillah (Hafizahomullah)

In The Name of Allah, The Most Beneficent,
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Shariah Compliant Islamic Date Calendar
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Duration: January-February 2010
THE MONTH OF MUHARRAM HAD 29 DAYS (The Islamic week starts every Friday)

First of SAFAR 1431h Commenced
on the eve of Friday 15" January 2010

The Most Merciful
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is obligatory for the whole month

* Subject to the new moon not being seen at the end of the 29 day

Sunnah acts (Sunnah: the practice of Prophet Muhammad SAW, emulation of which attains great reward)
1. To fast on the days of Yaum-e-Beadh these are the 13, 14 & 15 except during Ramadhan where fasting

2. To look for the new moon crescent at the end of the 29" day, please contact us to report a sighting
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Main Office:
Hizbul-Ulama UK
23 Chaucer Road
Forest Gate
London, E7 9LZ
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Others:
Jamiatul-Ulama Britain
98 Ferham Road
Rotherham, S. Yorks

[ Haji Qamre Alam M: 07966348845 Molvi Yakub Ahmed Miftahi M: 07866 464040 |

DarulUloom Bury

o em iy |Mufti Mohammad Aslam O: 01709 563677 / M: 07866 654471)




