
Important Announcement

Dear President, Secretary and Members of Masjid Committee, Members of 
Masjid and Musalleen Hazrat,

We pray you all are in the best of health and Imaan,

As you are aware the Wazaratul Adl (Judiciary) in Saudi Arabia are responsible for 
announcing the Shar'ee Rasmi date for Shabaan, Ramadhan and Eidain (Ibadaat 
months) and they officially publicise this news in the national media and websites.  
However, the Wazaratul Adl do not publicise the Shar'ee Rasmi dates of other Islamic 
months.  Instead they inform people upon enquiry, which is what our representatives in 
Saudi Arabia have been doing for the past 26 years.  

At present, the representative of Central Moon Sighting Committee of G.Britain 
(CMSC), Hazrat Maulana Dr Saeed Ahmed Inayatullah contacts them at the 
beginning of each Islamic month and passes that information to CMSC, which published 
in the monthly moonlighting newsletter and also announce on website.  Previously, he 
obtained this information from the Majlise Qadha Al-Aala (Saudi Supreme Court) but as 
mentioned in CMSC previous correspondences, the system was changed three years 
ago and all responsibility for the Thuboote-Hilal (Shar'ee Moon Sighting) was transferred 
to the Mahkamah Ulya (Saudi High Court) and this is where Moulana Saeed has been 
obtaining the information from since then.  

You are also aware that since the Mahkamah Ulyah took the charge of the Thuboote-
Hilal announcements, we have experienced regular delays, sometimes for four or more 
days, in obtaining, announcing and publishing the commencement of the Shar'ee Rasmi 
Islamic month (apart for Ibadaat months eg Ramadhan and Eidain, which they officially 
announce immediately).  This delay has now become a regular occurrence and it has 
caused problems for Musalleen Hazraat and Masajid Committee's.  For example, at the 
end of Muharram 1433, Moulana Saeed  immediately contacted the Mahkama 
Ulya on Monday 26th December 2011 (30th Muharram) for news of the commencement 
of  Safar, but day after day they gave no information or response.  After failing to get the 
information for six consecutive days, the CMSC took the Shar'ee decision that Muharram 
had 30 days based on the fact that no moon sighting news was received in the UK and 
from Saudi Arabia.  (Remember that for the start of Muharram 1433 the date was 
changed by the Mahkamah Ulyah after 6 days, on the basis of Shariah)  

We have highlighted our concerns over these late announcements to the Minister of 



Mahkamah Ulya, both verbally and in writing.  Whilst this issue is resolved, the need to 
adhere to the Shar'iah and provide certainty to the community is our principle concern.  
Therefore, whilst we will continue to follow the Shar'ee Rasmi moon sighting 
announcements from Saudi Arabia (as their Ibadaat dates are on the basis of Shariah 
without reference to astronomical calculations), we will Inshallah resolve the problem of 
late Shar'ee Rasmi announcements by also delaying our Shar'ee announcements until 
officially received from the Mahkamah Ulyah.  Instead we will publish the Ummul Qura 
Calendar date for each Islamic month in our monthly moonsighting News Letter calendar 
and send these out immediately. This solution will alleviate the problem of late 
announcements and of not receiving the Saudi Islamic Dates calendar on time.

It is important to remember that Ummul Qura Islamic Civil dates are calculated on the 
basis of the new-moon theory and therefore they are not acceptable for the start of 
Ibadaat months such as Ramadhan and Eidain as there are fatawa by the Fuqha and 
Muftiyane Kiram, and these types of calculated dates are Batil for above Ibadat and that is 
why we cannot follow anyone other the Saudi Arabia because it is only they who do not 
base their Shar'ee Rasmi dates according to Observatorial calculations.  Countries such 
as Morocco and others utilise the probability moon sighting theory of having a minimum 
criterion whereby at least 17 or more hours must pass after the birth of the theoretical 
new-moon for a new moon to be established for their Islamic civil and Rasmi calendar.  

The Ummul Qura Islamic Civil dates are nearest in distance to the pure Islamic 
Shar`ee Rasmi dates as practised by Saudi Arabia rather then by other Islamic Civil and 
Rasmi dates because they do not place conditions of a minimum criterion as used by 
other countries.

Saudi Arabian moon sighting records of Rasmi dates when compared to the pre-
determined Ummul Qura Calendar dates show they closely follow the Shar'ee 'Rasmi 
Dates' with only a few days difference.  The data for the past 25 years showing Saudi 
Rasmi dates and Saudi Ummul Qura Civil dates are available at moonsighting.com and 
our International moon sighting records at our web site`s home page shows similarly.

As mentioned previously it is very important to remember that our Ibadaat dates for 
the months of Shaaban, Ramadhan, Shawwal and Dhul Hijjah will not be affected by this 
change and these dates will be announced immediately by the CMSC based on the 
Shar'ee announcements made by the Wazaratul Adal at Saudi Arabia.

We pray that Allah SWT help strengthen our Imaan. Ameen
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Commenced on the evening of  Monday 23th January 2012

Sunnah acts (Sunnah: the practice of Prophet Muhammad SAW, emulation of which attains great reward)
1. To fast on the days of Yaum-e-Beadh these are the 13, 14 & 15 except during Ramadhan where fasting is 
    obligatory for the whole month.
2. To look the new moon crescent at the end of the Rasmi 29 day, please contact us to report a sighting.
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