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Ramadhaan and Eid are both based upon the physical sighting of the moon. A Hadith states:
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The late Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti Muhammad Shafee' Saahib 4 4«~ ; has written that the
two above-mentioned Ahaadith have been recorded in all the other authentic books of Hadith and
none of the Scholars of Hadith have been critical regarding these two Ahaadith, which both
mention the fact that the start of Ramadhaan and Eid is based on the physical sighting of the
moon. ... Even though the above-mentioned Ahaadith very clearly indicate that after adopting the
process mentioned in both Ahaadith there is no need for any further supporting proof to confirm
whether the month has ended or not, a text from Raddul Muhtaar of Allaamah Ibn Aabideen

Shaami 4! 4« is thus quoted:
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Our Ulamaa has clearly stated that the opinion of astronomers is not reliable with regards to the
start of Ramadhaan because the compulsion of Fasting is based on the physical sighting of the
moon which is established from the Hadith which instructs us to begin and end the Fasting month
with the sighting of the moon. The birth of the moon is not based on physical sighting but rather
on principles of astronomy which, even though may be correct in their own right, results in the
sometimes not being sighted on the night in which it was born and Shari'ah has based the
compulsion of Fasting on physically sighting the moon and not on its birth. (Raddul Muhtaar
Vol.1/Pg.289)
According to the vast majority of Ulamaa it is in conflict with the Ahaadith to base the sighting of
the moon on calculated theories of astronomy. One Hadith states:
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We are an illiterate nation. We do not know how to write or count.

Allaamah Teebi 41l e offers the following commentary on this Hadith:
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Determining of the months is not based on calculations and theories as the astronomers may
think. (Mirqaat Vol.4/Pg.244)
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The opinion of astronomers is not considered even though they are religiously upright according
to the correct opinion of the Math-hab. (Durrul Mukhtaar Vol.2/Pg.92) Meaning that their
opinion will not be considered with regards to the commencement of Fasting and in Al Mi'raaj it
is mentioned that there is consensus on their opinion not being accepted ... (Raddul Muhtaar
Vol.2/Pg.92) The final say in determining the start or end of a month does not lie with the
mentions this fact in the following text: 4 4es jastronomers. Mullaa Ali Qaari
(YetaY z ol 5) | saling Lo e anll )
It is not from the teachings of Islam to adopt the practice of the astronomers. The new moon is
rather established by physically sighting the crescent, so we sometimes sight it after twenty-nine
days and sometimes after thirty days. (Mirgaat Vol.4/Pg.244)
The following text is quoted from Al-Fighu 'Alaa Mathaahibil Arba':
o Opeaiall sl s e Y Saaiall U8 ey o
The opinion of astronomers is not reliable so Fasting will not be compulsory on them nor on those
who accept their opinion as reliable because Shari'ah has based the start of Fasting on such a
firmly established sign that will never
change and that is the physical sighting of
the moon or the completion of a month with
thirty days...
This is the opinion of the three of the four
Imaams of Figh (Juriprudence) (Imaam Abu
Hanifah, Imaam Maalik and Imaam Ahmad
bin Hambadl agas )

RABI-Al-Thani 1431h: Duration: March-April 2010

THE MONTH OF R. AWWAL HAD 30 DAYS  (The Islamic week starts every Friday)

First of Rabi-Al-Thani 1431h Commenced
on the eve of Tuesday 16"
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The following is montioned in Fataawaa
Taataar Khaaniyyah:
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The view of any person who says that the 19 20 21

matter will be decided on the opinion of

astronomers in the event of uncertainty, is 10 11 12 1 3
very far from true because Rasoolullah B 26 27 28

said: Whoever goes to a fortune-teller and
believes what he says then such a person has
indeed disbelieved in that which was
revealed to Muhammad B. (Taataar
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The conclusion of this discussion is that
there is no permissibility at all in Shari'ah for
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the Metone Jewish and Christian Lunar

* Subject to the new moon not being seen at the end of the 29 day
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calenda( or its hypothetical astrqnomy Sunnah acts (Sunnah: the practice of Prophet Muhammad SAW, emulation of which attains great reward) | - q@l|, O{Q_!,d] v-|jﬁ5c-[ Ay,
calculations to be adopted. To use it as a [ 1. To fast on the days of Yaum-e-Beadh these are the 13, 14 & 15 except during Ramadhan where fasting
guide is contrary to the outlook of Shari'ah. is obligatory for the whole month (Q{é’lé')
2. To look for the new moon crescent at the end of the 29" day, please contact us to report a sighting | ABE) 4Bkl il HsARA UM, (AA1'234)
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