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Computer software programs that draws colourful
Charts of crescent sighting probabilities according to
Astronomical theory!!!
(Mufti) Muhammad Ebrahim, Madni Masjid, Bradford (The Committee Member of CMSC)

C

omputer software program that
draws charts of crescent sighting
probabilities according to modern
astronomical theory (the founder of modern
Astronomic is Nicholas Copernicus 1534).
When these charts shows its impossible to
see the crescent at a given location, and if
any Muslim gives testimony (after reciting
the Kalima) of having sighted the crescent at
that location, can the sworn testimony of
crescent sighting from this Muslim be
accepted?
They believe that ``If the chart shows it`s
impossible to sight the crescent at that
location, they will decide any positive
sighting testimony from that location to be
unreliable. They regard such testimony to
be unreliable, and believe it to be
slanderous, doubtful, and false. In other
words (in my opinion) they believe that
people giving such false testimony are
telling lies.
Islamic Scholars including CMSC would
regard these charts to be unreliable, instead
they will accept the sworn sighting
testimony ;
(1)This is the conclusion written by all
Jurists till today, and this is the decisive
verdict (mufta bihi). The cmsc has not
invented any new verdict on this subject:
they simply follow what all Jurists have
mentioned till now, and encourage others to
do the same that obserwatrial calculation
and it`s ``sighting possibility criteria to
conduct sharee moon sighting is un
exceptable and na jaize in shariah .
(2)Second point is that it is against the
Shariah rule to base decisions on these
probability charts instead of sworn
testimony. (3) Thirdly, basing decisions on
these charts will tread against the 'decisive
verdict' and that is not allowed: in fact it will
be the following of 'desires' and that is
haraam (4) Fourthly, if present days' sworn
testimonies of sightings are rejected on the
basis of these calculations and crescent
sighting probability charts, would it not
automatically render all the decisions and
verdicts (especially regarding moon
sighting) of the time of Prophet SAW to be
doubtful? Its a matter of faith that the date of
the Farewell Haj that was performed by
Companions Rd. with Prophet SAW is
beyond any doubt and suspicion: its
authenticity is conclusive, and all those
verdicts followed the revelations from
Allah.
Discussing the direction of Qibla, Mufti
Muhammad Shafi Rh. said: Qibla directions
of the whole world is speculative, but that of
Masjide Nabwi is conclusive, and this is a
unique feature of the this Mosque, for its
direction was established by revelation to
Prophet s.a.w. Similarly, the authenticity of
the day and date on which the Farewell Hajj
took place is also conclusive. Even then, the
modern Astronomic calculations, software
programs, and sighting charts do not agree
with the date and day of the Farewell Hajj:
the sighting probability charts indicates that
the crescent sighting was not possible on the
day that commenced the month of the
Farewell Haj, and reports of sighting by a
multitude of people also doesn't exist.
In order to protect the Deen of Prophet
SAW, it is necessary to regard these sighting

charts and Astronomic predictions to be
unreliable (as Prophet SAW said) and to
preserve a record of testimonies that
contradict their calculated guesses. That's
why whenever CMSC receives any
information of such sighting from anywhere
in the UK, its members contact those people
who claim to have sighted the Crescent,
especially when the sighting is against the
Astronomic predictions. Full details are
recorded and preserved. That's why
Moulana Miftahi has collected all such
testimonies on his book.
Those with insight in to Fiqh has never
ignored these testimonies, let alone
mocking them. The graet Jurist Hadhrat
Mufti Rashid Ahmed Ludhianwi r.
discussed these testimonies with Moulana
Abdul Rashid Rabbani Sahib. Hadhrat even
asked if there are any sighting reports before
the predicted conjunction (birth of
crescent). When said 'yes', Hadhrat did not
ignore or reject the reply.
The reference to Hadhrat Moulana Inaamul
Hasan ra. For Astronomic Sighting
Probability is simply a lie. The letter that has
been used to connect Hadhratji with this
subject has not been authenticated to be
from him.
The Fatawa about Astronomic Sighting
Probability issued from Masjide Mukarram
signed by Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani
sahab is not unconditional: the condition is
'in the absence of multitude of people
sighting the crescent'.
In that case the verdict will be given upon
actual sighting by many people. And so the
Astronomic Probability is not a condition
upon which authenticity is based: real basis
for verdict is presence or absence of
multitude of people. Yet those who believe

in astronomic probabilities make it to be the
sole basis (without any condition) for
authenticity verdicts. So this Ftawa of Mufti
sahab is of no benefit to them (even in the
absence ofAstronomic probability).
(a)We humbly request those people who
regard Astronomic charts to be their basis,
that even if they don't regard the sighting
claims to be authentic, they should at least
remember that these charts are not absolute
conclusive: they are at best speculative.
Principles of calculations are conclusive,
but their application is speculative.
(b)Another point to remember is that all
believers of astronomic charts will derive
them results from software programs or
from information by an expert in the field:
sighting will be judged either by charts or
information from an expert. Both are purely
speculative, and not conclusive. Is anyone of
them capable of extracting these results by
himself? The reply is in negative. So instead
of being forceful in any one direction, we
need to maintain a balanced approach.
(c)It should also be remembered that in
equatorial countries, new moon at the start
of the month is seen after Sunset. This
continues for many days. This is not
necessarily so in western countries. And as
mentioned in tafseer by Mufti Mahmud
sahab, in western countries many time
crescent appears even before Sunset. That is
why many people in Batley saw the crescent
well before Sunset on Thursday 11th August
(2ND Ramzan1431) soon after Asr salaat!!!
(can see full article in our website
www.hizbululama.org.uk)
(Mufti) Muhammad Ebrahim, Madni
Masjid, Bradford.
NB; TheFull article can be read at our
website ;www.hizbululama.org.uk

DHUL-QA’AD 1431 AH: Duration: October-November 2010
THE MONTH OF SHAWWAL HAD 29 DAYS

F i r s t o f D H U L - Q A ’ A D 1 4 3 1 AH C o m m e n c e d o n
th
the evening of Friday 8 October 2010
9th
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Sunnah acts (Sunnah: the practice of Prophet Muhammad SAW, emulation of which attains great reward)
1. To fast on the days of Yaum-e-Beadh these are the 13, 14 & 15 except during Ramadhan where fasting
is obligatory for the whole month
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