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Faith leaders demand gay marriage rethink

An unprecedented alliance of religious leaders has called on David Cameron to
rethink his plans to allow gay people to marry, warning that the change will
“devalue the meaning of marriage”.

By James Kirkup
10:00PM BST 31 May 2013

Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist leaders have signed a letter to the Prime Minister, pleading with him to
abandon the legislation, which will be debated in the House of Lords next week.

Allowing couples of the same sex to marry will cause “injustice and unfairness”, the signatories said, accusing Mr Cameron
of rushing the legislation through Parliament to prevent proper scrutiny.

The letter was signed by leaders of several Christian denominations, including Bishop Michael Hill, the Anglican Bishop of
Bristol and Archbishop Bernard Longley, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Birmingham.

Other Christian signatories include Bishop Angaelos of Britain’s Coptic Orthodox Church
Among the leading Muslims signing the letter is Sir Igbal Sacranie, a former head of the Muslim Council of Britain

Other signatories include: Rabbi Natan Levy, an adviser to the Board of Deputies of British Jews; Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder
Singh, a Sikh community leader; and John Beard, a prominent Buddhist.

The proposed law would “create a two-tier form of marriage”, they wrote.

In same-sex marriages, “the importance of consummation, procreation and the welfare of children, as well as issues such
as adultery have been ignored.” That, the signatories said, “devalues the meaning of marriage itself”.
Mr Cameron has argued that allowing gay people to marry will address a fundamental injustice and strengthen society.
The proposals have already split the Conservative Party, as half of its MPs opposed the legislation in the Commons last
month.

The bill is expected to face stiff resistance from members of the House of Lords next week and could even be rejected
there. That would raise the prospect of a constitutional struggle between ministers in the Commons and the upper house.
In a personal appeal to the Prime Minister, the signatories warned that his plans will actually weaken society.
“Marriage between a man and a woman is the fundamental building block of human society,” they said. “These proposals
would radically undermine the nature and place of the family in our society. We cannot believe that this is what you intend
and therefore ask you to pause before taking such a damaging step.”

A total of 53 religious leaders have signed the letter, which notes that concern about the proposals is not confined to any
single faith.

Followers of all faiths and those without any religion are unhappy about the proposals, they said.
“We are disappointed that the Government has failed to engage in meaningful debate with the many different faith
communities in Britain. It has wrongly assumed that opposition to the redefinition of marriage is confined to a small
number of Christians.”

The House of Commons has spent several days debating the details of the proposals, but the religious leaders said
ministers are rushing the process.
“The haste with which this legislation is being driven through Parliament and the failure to talk to all religions will mean
that the problems which we have repeatedly highlighted will be written into law with serious and harmful consequences
for the health of society, family life, and human rights such as freedom of religion and of speech.”
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FULL LIST OF SIGNATORIES

. Bishop Doye Agama, (Presiding Bishop, Apostolic Pastoral Congress)

. Bishop Angaelos (General Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Church, UK)

. Dr Hamid Aldubayan (Chair of Regents Park Mosque)

. Shaykh Dr. Haitham al-Haddad, Founder and Executive Director, MRDF

. Mr John Beard (Buddhist)

. Mr James Bogle (Barrister, Vice-Chairman of the Catholic Union)

. Khurshid Drabu CBE, Dr Ahmed Al Dubyan, Islamic Culture Centre

. Rev Canon Ben Enwuchola (Anglican Chaplain to the Nigerian Community)

10. Mrs Sarah Finch (Member of General Synod)

11. Sheikh Suliman Gani (Imam, Tooting Islamic Centre)

12. Dr Lee Gatiss (Director, Church Society)

13. Rev John Glass, (General Superintendant, Elim Pentecostal Churches)

14. Bishop Creswell Green, (Chair Joint Council of Anglo-Caribbean Churches, General Overseer of the Latter-Rain
Outpouring Revival Ministries)

15. Rev George Hargreaves (Founder of the Christian Party)

16. Bishop Paul Hendricks (Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark & Co-Chairman of the Christian Muslim Forum)
17. Bishop Michael Hill (Anglican Bishop of Bristol)

18. Rev James Hunt (Rector, Bishops Waltham)

19. Mrs Rebecca Hunt (Barrister)

20. Shaykh Dr Musharraf Hussain, Karimia Institute

21. Dr Hussein Jina (President. Council of European Jamaats)

22. Pastor Jean Bosco Kanyemesha, (Congolese Pastorship UK)

23. Dr A.Majid Katme (Spokesman, Islamic Medical Association)

24. The Venerable Michael Lawson (Former Archdeacon of Hampstead)

25. Mrs Susie Leafe (Member of General Synod)

26. Rabbi Natan Levy

27. Archbishop Bernard Longley (Roman Catholic Archbishop of Birmingham)

28. Bishop Patrick Lynch (Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark)

29. Apostle Caleb Mackintosh, (General Overseer, Bibleway Churches (UK))

30. Maulana Sarfraz Madni, Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board (MINAB)
31. Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra, Imam, Leicester

32. Shaykh Shams Adduha Muhammad, Ebrahim College

33. Farooq Murad, Muslim Council of Britain

34, Dr Mohammed Naseem (Chairman, Birmingham Central Mosque)

35. Bishop Michael Nazir Ali (Former Bishop of Rochester)

36. Mr Ade Omooba (Christian Concern)

37. Archbishop F.N.Onyuku-Opokiri, (Born Again Christ Healing Church International)
38. Pastor Pete Pennant, (Lighthouse Church, Birmingham)

39. Rev Paul Perkin (Chairman, Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans,UK and Ireland)
40. Shaykh Abdul Qayum, Senior, East London Mosque

41. Mr Munawar Rattansey (President of World Federation of Shia Ithnari)

40. Maulana Shahid Raza, Muslim College

43, Mr Giles Rowe (Catholic Forum)

44, Sir Igbal Sacranie, Al-Risalah Trust

45, Bishop Keith Sinclair (Anglican Bishop of Birkenhead)

46. Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh, (Chairman, Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha’)
47. Archbishop Peter Smith (Roman Catholic Archbishop of Southwark)

48. Archbishop George Stack (Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cardiff)

49. Rev John Stevens (Director of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches)
50. Canon Dr Chris Sugden (Executive Secretary, Anglican Mainstream)

51. Prebendary Rod Thomas (Chairman of Reform)

52. Rev Dr Simon Vibert (Wycliffe Hall, Oxford)

53. Bishop Alfred Williams General Overseer Christ faith Tabernacle International Churches

O NOOUL A~ WN B



